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isolationists, Clare E. Hoffman of Michigan and Harold Knutson of Minnesota.
Negroes in the North
Eenie, meenie, minie, moe, Catch a nigger by the toe, If   he* hollers  make  him   pay Fifty dollars every day.
Between three and four million American Negroes live north of the Mason and Dixon's line, and we must make brief mention of those in the Middle West. The great northerly migration of southern Negroes began after World War I, and has continued intermittently ever since, though no mass movement occurred after World War II to compare with that of the early 1920*5. Most educated Negroes, looking at the Negro problem from the broadest point of view, think that this hegira is healthy. It makes things better for those Negroes remaining in the South, by thinning them out. It proves that the Negro can learn skills and earn a living in new fields. Above all, it distributes the Negro problem better over the whole country, by "nationalizing" it.
Some old-time Negro residents of Chicago or Milwaukee or Cleveland fear and resent the newcomers, however. For one thing most of them are undereducated and they serve to lower the common denominator of the community. For another they add painfully to the difficulties of a housing situation already grievous. I heard Northerners say, almost with desperation, that they "simply couldn't take any more Southerners in." Yet a steady continuing influx is inescapable. More and more Negroes are being forced out of the South by the mechanization of agriculture, and experts say that, of the seven and a half million now on southern farms, only four million will, within a predictable future, be needed there. How, the North asks, can it possibly feed and house and send to school three and a half million Negroes on top of those it already has?
By and large the northern Negro is much better off and more secure than his brother in the South. First, the living standard is higher, and there are more opportunities for jobs. Second, whereas in the South segregation is. a matter of law, in the North (though it can be highly unpleasant as we shall see) it is one mostly of habit and procedures. A Negro can be a juror in the North; he can be a policeman; he escapes a considerable number of the indignities we shall inspect when we reach the South; his children may, with luck, even be able to go to a tolerable school. Another difference is that very few Negroes in the North go into agriculture. Southern whites say, of course, that Northerners mistreat Negroes "worse than we do." But such ill-treatment is not, as a rule, based on law. Also the fact that Negroes may often suffer injustices in